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Key points
· Social media has contributed to Drug smuggling in KSA.
· Effects of drug smuggling. 


Introduction.
Saudi Arabia is an Islamic nation with social values and norms deeply rooted in its religious conviction. Therefore, the usage and possession of drugs such as cannabis are highly illegal in Saudi Arabia, though some people abuse drugs. The possession or use of any leisure drug is the most punishable through imprisonment in KSA. The detention can take one to six months with whippings or without, especially when crooks are caught abusing drugs for amusement. On the other hand, drug dealers experience a longer span of imprisonment, ranging from two years to ten years, accompanied by whippings. However, repeated drug smuggling or dealing with vast quantities of drugs leads to a stricter prison period, including the death penalty. Though recently, executions are infrequent. Deportation is mainly done to foreigners caught using drugs in KSA.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Social media has played a role in contributing to Drug smuggling in KSA. Currently, Saudi Arabia has a population of almost thirty-four million people, with the median age being thirty years old. This means that most of the Saudi's population consists of young people. The people who actively use the internet are almost thirty-one million, with a total number of twenty-five million active social accounts. Reports say that the most used social media platforms are titter, Facebook and YouTube. However, like any other part of the globe, social media can be used for illicit and prohibited purposes. So, some drug smugglers have taken advantage of social media since many people have access to it. Reports from Saudi Arabia's drug control ministry, i.e., the Directorate General of Narcotics Control (DGNC), show that they arrested approximately 1700 people who were smuggling drugs using social media last six months in the year 2017. The diverse kinds of drugs found in these cases were: twenty-one million pills of amphetamine, twelve kilograms of uncontaminated heroin, twenty-three kilograms of methamphetamine, nineteen tons of cannabis, and two hundred nineteen kg of Cocaine (Alsulimani, 2018).  
Drug smuggling has led to the abuse of different kinds of drugs affects the health of the abusers. These people have developed a disorder known as substance abuse disorder. SUD is a condition that is usually accompanied by a bunch of cognitive, behavioral, and psychological symptoms that an individual who abuses drugs shows (Saquib et al.,2020). The hallmark of this disorder is that regardless of the negative impact's individuals experience, they continue using the drugs. However, the condition usually renders a lot of physical, emotional and financial costs to the drug abusers, their families as well as society at large. Reports showed men with less than or fifteen years old experienced SUD though this was an estimate done back in 2004. However, approximately ten thousand Saudi's inject drugs into their bloodstream, contributing to the spread of hepatitis B and C and HIV. 

In conclusion, Saudi Arabia's government is putting more focus on technology usage and cybercrimes to reduce the rate of drug smuggling done through social media. The government is doing this through the help of the General Directorate for Narcotics control. They are working hard to improve the knowledge and the level of professionalism of their workers. This will, in turn, aid in controlling drug smuggling via the use of the internet. On the other hand, a multidimensional understanding of substance abuse disorder requires a comprehensive program to curb this issue in society. Some of these dimensions comprise of risk and protective factors of the disorder, family members' effects, and treatment and rehabilitation.
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